
 
Attachment 1 

Agenda Item Summary 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

PGE removed Marmot Dam in the fall of 2007, as part of the Bull Run 
Decommissioning Settlement Agreement.  With removal, the angling 
deadline identified by a cable and painted rocks 200 feet below the dam 
became obsolete, as it was covered by sediment.  Marmot Dam served as 
an angling deadline between Sections 1 and 2 of the Sandy River; Section 
1 allowed angling for anadromous fish species and Section 2 only allowed 
angling for resident trout.  Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(ODFW) staff has considered various options for relocating the angling 
deadline and propose to move it upstream to the mouth of the Salmon 
River due to the additional angling opportunity (approximately 7 miles) 
that would be provided by the change.  
 

PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT 
 

Members of the public were involved with modification of the angling 
deadline on the Sandy River through ODFW participation at NW 
Steelheaders, Bull Run Decommission Settlement Group, Sandy River 
Basin Partners and Lower Columbia Recovery Planning Team meetings. 
ODFW staff provided handouts and answered questions related to 
management of fish on the Sandy River at the Oxbow Salmon Festival, 
which is attended by over 10,000 people annually.  Staff also had direct 
communication with fish conservation groups, fishing guides and the 
general public calling for information on Sandy River fisheries.  ODFW 
will distribute a news release prior to the December Commission meeting 
summarizing the proposed rule change and soliciting public comment.  
Commission materials will also be posted on ODFW’s website prior to 
the meeting and distributed to interested citizens. 
 

ISSUE 1 
 

ADOPT MODIFIED ANGLING DEADLINE FOR THE SANDY 
RIVER AS ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 
 

ANALYSIS 
 

The removal of Marmot Dam on the Sandy River led to the need to 
establish a new angling deadline, primarily for the harvest of hatchery 
coho and spring Chinook salmon and summer steelhead.  The former 
deadline was identified as Marmot Dam and the angling closure near the 
Dam was identified by a cableway and painted rocks located 200 feet 
downstream of the dam and associated fishway.  The fishway was 
removed along with the dam and associated diversion structure.  The 
cableway has also been removed and soon after dam breach in early 
November of 2007, the river bank with the painted rocks was covered by 
6-10 feet of sediment.  Oregon State Police (OSP) Enforcement will no 
longer be able to enforce the general statewide angling regulation that 
prevents people from fishing from within 200 feet above and below a weir 
or entrance of a fishway or fish trap. 
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The Sandy River below Marmot Dam provides an excellent angling 
opportunity that will continue after the river stabilizes over the next few 
years.  Historically, the river upstream of Marmot Dam was also very 
popular with anglers targeting winter steelhead and spring Chinook 
salmon.  Current management of hatchery programs on the Sandy River, 
as described in the Sandy Basin Fish Management Plan, requires that 
ODFW limit straying of hatchery fish into the upper basin “wild fish 
sanctuary”.  The sanctuary area was designated as a means to protect vital 
spawning and rearing areas in the upper Sandy basin.  The majority of 
spawning and rearing habitat in the upper basin is located in and upstream 
of the Salmon River.   
 
In the past, Marmot Dam was utilized to sort hatchery and wild fish in 
order to prevent straying of hatchery origin fish into the upper basin.  
Stray rates to Marmot Dam for hatchery winter steelhead, summer 
steelhead and coho ranged from 5-10 percent, but stray rates for hatchery 
spring Chinook salmon exceeded 50 percent in some years.  ODFW staff 
have been implementing management changes over the last few years to 
reduce the stray rates of hatchery spring Chinook salmon, including 100 
percent acclimation of smolts released from Sandy Hatchery located on 
Cedar Creek.  Cedar Creek is approximately 5 miles downstream of the 
current angling deadline so the majority of angling pressure is 
downstream of this tributary.  The additional harvest of hatchery origin 
spring Chinook salmon in the proposed open area would aid in reducing 
the number of hatchery fish found in the Upper Sandy wild fish sanctuary, 
as well as disperse angling pressure and re-establish previous angling 
opportunities.  ODFW staff took this into consideration when assessing 
opportunities to identify a new angling deadline for the Sandy River. 
 
The proposed angling deadline location is 7.3 miles upstream of the 
current deadline and would open up a quality fishing area up to the mouth 
of the Salmon River near Brightwood on Highway 26.  Prior to 1999, the 
Upper Sandy basin was open to angling with one of the most popular 
holes being located at the mouth of the Salmon River.   
 

OPTIONS 
 

Accept, modify or reject proposed regulation change. 
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STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

Accept changes to the printed version of the 2008 Sandy River Sport 
fishing Regulations as proposed by staff in Attachment 4. 

 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

I move to amend OAR Chapter 635 Division 017 as proposed by staff in 
Attachment 4 [with the following exceptions . . . ]. 
 
January 1, 2008 
 

 
 


